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688th PLENARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
 
 
1. Date:  Thursday, 15 November 2007 
 

Opened: 10.05 a.m. 
Closed: 12.35 p.m. 

 
 
2. Chairperson: Mr. C. Sánchez de Boado y de la Válgoma 
 
 
3. Subjects discussed — Statements — Decisions/documents adopted: 
 

Agenda item 1: SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
SECRETARY-GENERAL AND HEAD OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS INTERIM ADMINISTRATION 
MISSION IN KOSOVO, MR. JOACHIM RÜCKER 

 
Chairperson, Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General 
and Head of the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo, 
Portugal-European Union (with the candidate countries Croatia, the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey; the countries of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidate countries Bosnia 
and Herzegovina and Montenegro; the European Free Trade Association 
countries Iceland and Liechtenstein, members of the European Economic 
Area; as well as Armenia, in alignment) (PC.DEL/1135/07), Switzerland 
(PC.DEL/1137/07), Norway (PC.DEL/1129/07), Canada, Russian Federation 
(PC.DEL/1128/07 OSCE+), United States of America (PC.DEL/1131/07), 
Albania (PC.DEL/1133/07 OSCE+), Serbia (PC.DEL/1138/07) 

 
Agenda item 2: REPORT BY THE OSCE REPRESENTATIVE ON 

FREEDOM OF THE MEDIA 
 

Chairperson, OSCE Representative on the Freedom of the Media 
(FOM.GAL/3/07/Rev.3), Portugal-European Union (with the countries of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidate countries 
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Montenegro; the European Free Trade 
Association countries Iceland and Norway, members of the European 
Economic Area; as well as Armenia, in alignment) (PC.DEL/1136/07), 
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Montenegro (PC.DEL/1140/07), Canada, Croatia, Tajikistan, United States 
of America (PC.DEL/1130/07), Russian Federation (PC.DEL/1142/07 
OSCE+), Azerbaijan, Georgia, Turkey, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan 

 
Agenda item 3: REVIEW OF CURRENT ISSUES 

 
Sanctions by the United States of America against the Belarusian State Petrochemical 
Concern “Belneftekhim”: Belarus (Annex), Chairperson, United States of America 
(PC.DEL/1132/07) 

 
Agenda item 4: REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE 

CHAIRMAN-IN-OFFICE 
 

Announcement of the distribution of the written report on the activities of the 
Chairman-in-Office: Chairperson 

 
Agenda item 5: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL 

 
Announcement of the distribution of the report of the Secretary General 
(SEC.GAL/221/07 OSCE+): Director for Human Resources 

 
Agenda item 6: ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 
(a) Conclusion of the Serbian Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers of the 

Council of Europe: Serbia (PC.DEL/1139/07) 
 

(b) Visit of the King and Queen of Spain to the OSCE on 21 November 2007: 
Chairperson 

 
 
4. Next meeting: 
 

Thursday, 22 November 2007, at 10 a.m., in the Neuer Saal
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STATEMENT BY THE DELEGATION OF BELARUS 
 
 
Mr. Chairperson, 
 
 On 13 November of this year the Department of the Treasury of the United States 
of America adopted a decision freezing the assets and confiscating the property of the 
“Belneftekhim” concern on the territory of the United States and prohibiting United States 
individuals and legal entities from engaging in trade and economic relations with 
“Belneftekhim” and its offices abroad. Responding to this published decision, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Belarus has voiced a strong protest. 
 
 A note sent to the United States Embassy in the Republic of Belarus contains the 
following statement. I quote. 
 
 “By taking this unilateral decision, the Government of the United States has violated 
the Memorandum on Security Guarantees in connection with the accession of the Republic of 
Belarus to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons of 5 December 1994, in 
which the United States, in return for Belarus’s renunciation of the possession of nuclear 
weapons, undertook not to apply against the Republic of Belarus measures of economic 
coercion for the purpose of subjecting Belarus to the interests of the United States. 
 
 “The Government of the United States has also breached the agreement in force 
between Belarus and the United States on trade relations, under which the United States 
undertook to improve access for Belarusian goods and services to the American market and 
to create for them the best possible commercial opportunities. 
 
 “The decision of the Government of the United States with regard to the 
‘Belneftekhim’ concern runs counter also to the principles and rules of international trade 
established and operating within the framework of the World Trade Organization. 
 
 “The application of measures of economic pressure for political reasons is 
unacceptable from the point of view of the principles of international law laid down in the 
Charter of the United Nations, in the United Nations Declaration of 21 December 1965 on the 
Inadmissibility of Intervention in the Domestic Affairs of States and the Protection of Their 
Independence and Sovereignty, and in the United Nations General Assembly resolution of 
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22 December 2005 condemning unilateral economic measures as a means of political and 
economic coercion against developing countries. 
 
 “The Government of the Republic of Belarus resolutely demands that the Government 
of the United States of America immediately return the assets and property to their rightful 
owner, which is the ‘Belneftekhim’ concern, and lift all restrictions on trade and economic 
operations by the concern on the territory of the United States, in accordance with the letter 
and spirit of the aforementioned memorandum and agreement. 
 
 “The Government of the Republic of Belarus reserves the right to take appropriate 
countermeasures, as provided for in international practice, and to demand compensation for 
the losses incurred by the ‘Belneftekhim’ concern. The Belarusian Government also regards 
itself as no longer bound by any financial or other obligations that have arisen or that may 
arise on the territory of the United States and beyond its borders in connection with the 
decision of the United States Department of the Treasury with regard to the ‘Belneftekhim’ 
concern, and holds the Government of the United States of America accountable for those 
obligations.” End of quotation. 
 
Mr. Chairperson, 
 
 Our delegation reserves the right to return to this question at a meeting of the 
Permanent Council in the very near future, as provided for by the existing mechanisms and 
procedures of the OSCE. 
 
 I request that this statement be attached to the journal of today’s meeting of the 
Permanent Council. 
 
 Thank you, Mr. Chairperson. 


